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THE LEGEND
Newsletter of the Kinderhook Elks

June 2025

 

Exalted Ruler’s Message

 

To the Kinderhook Elks Family,

Let’s take a moment to breathe and savor our time. May flew by in a whirlwind! Together, we’ve made 
remarkable progress on lodge improvements, planned exciting fundraisers, and Chris has been tirelessly bringing 
in rentals. I'm grateful for each of your dedicated efforts and the inspiring work you continue to contribute!

The convention was an incredible opportunity to delve into the rich traditions of Elkdom. I had the pleasure of 
reconnecting with old friends from various lodges, sharing stories and laughter that brought back memories of 
our shared experiences. Additionally, I forged new friendships that I look forward to nurturing in the future. The 
atmosphere was filled with camaraderie, and the workshops and discussions provided valuable insights. I 
discovered a wealth of new knowledge and insights!

The walking group offers a refreshing chance to enjoy nature while connecting with fellow members. Experience 
the joy of fresh air and the warmth of friendship as you share laughter along the way. Additionally, don’t miss 
out on the book club, which provides an enriching opportunity to explore thrilling adventures, intriguing 
mysteries, and heartfelt love stories, all while building meaningful connections with others.

We proudly present our 'Take It and Make It' series during the summer months. Join us for a fun and creative 
experience where you can learn new skills and create amazing projects. Check out the flyer for details.

All our upcoming events are posted on the bulletin board and shared via email every two weeks. Let’s get 
excited about the Columbia County Fair! The traffic directing schedule for car parking is now available for 
everyone to view. We encourage you to sign up and participate in the coming months to reduce the need for 
phone tree calls, working together to make this process smoother and more efficient.

We still have one open position for the Esquire role. If you're interested in taking advantage of this opportunity, 
please don't hesitate to reach out to me or any of the other officers or PERs. Even if you want to discover more 
about what the position involves, we would love to talk about it with you.

Please keep an eye on the bulletin board and check your emails for the upcoming events and volunteer 
opportunities. Your support will make a meaningful difference, and together we can create something truly 
special.

Remember, everyone, this is your Lodge. Use it, support it, and continue to promote it. See you at the Lodge!

Exalted Ruler Tammy McDermott
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As we enter the new year, we would like to remind all members of the House Rules established within our lodge. 
In accordance with the Grand Lodge statutes, self-service of alcohol in any form, including the use of beer 
pitchers, is strictly prohibited. Only authorized bar staff are permitted to dispense alcohol at all times. 
Additionally, it is highly recommended that all bartenders complete the New York State TIPS Training in order to 
maintain their eligibility for bartending duties. We appreciate your attention to these important guidelines.

HOUSE RULES

1.   The Bartender is ultimately in charge of the Lounge during its Hours of Operation. 

2.   All Members must show a valid Membership Card to the Bartender in order to be served.

3.   Members are responsible for the conduct of their guests.

4.   At all times, non-members shall be escorted by a Member holding a valid Membership Card. Nonmembers, who arrive before 
their escorts,  may wait in the Lounge area, but shall not sit at the bar until either his/her escort arrives or another valid Member 
offers to be his/her escort and agrees to remain with him/her.

5.   Whenever possible, all beverages and food, consumed in or on Lodge property, shall be purchased through the House 
Committee or the Committee sponsoring the function.

6.   For reasons of safety and control, the use of the Lodge and Lounge area during the Hours of Operation will be at the 
discretion of the Bartender. The Bartender may defer action to a House Committee member in attendance or Lodge Officer in 
attendance should he/she so choose to do so.  

7.   The Bartender has the right and obligation to refuse to serve anyone whom he/she feels has abused his/her privileges or 
whom he/she feels has over indulged. Bartenders should never allow self-service of alcohol under any circumstance; and should 
never serve drinks to anyone not escorted by a Member in good standing. Anyone who serves alcohol should receive training 
from one of the many available courses that certify bartenders. Bartenders shall not sell, deliver, or give away or procure to be 
sold, delivered or given away, any alcoholic beverages to any person, actually or apparently, under the age of twenty-one years; 
to any visably intoxicated person; to any habitual drunkard known to be such to the persion authorized to dispense any alcoholic 
beverages. Bartenders shall refrain from consuming alcohol while on duty.

8.   Opening the Lounge at times, other than the posted Hours of Operation, may not be done without the permission of a House 
Committee member. There must be a qualified Bartender present to assume the responsibility for operating the bar. 

9.   When a qualified Bartender cashes out, the bar is officially closed. Everyone must exit the bar area. No one is to re-open the 
bar unless there is a qualified Bartender present who is willing to re-open the Lounge and assume all responsibilities for re-
closing.

10.   Violation of House Committee Rules may result in suspension of privileges.

11.   No one under, the age of twenty-one (21), is allowed to sit at the bar or make purchases. 

12.   Smoking is not permitted in the Lodge. Smoking may occur in the designated area provided outside.

13.   Safety, common sense, and courtesy should apply at all times. In case of questions, the Bartender, House Committee 
member, or Lodge Officer (in that order) will render a decision.

14.   No player has the right to monopolize a gam; and may be challenged at any time.

15.   No child shall be left unescorted or unsupervised in the Game Room.

16.   On busy nights, children may not use the Game Room or be in the Lounge area after 10:00 PM. Use of the gaming 
equipment is at the discretion of the Bartender. 

17.   The over service or consumption of alcohol as defined by local law or ordinance is strictly prohibited; this rule shall be 
applicable to all Members, Officers, and employees of the Lodge pursuant to Grand Lodge Statute 17.052.
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Never forget that Memorial Day is a day of remembrance to honor an 
immensely selfless sacrifice. Take a moment out of your day on Monday to 
commemorate and remember our Fallen Heroes whose service and 
sacrifice is a beacon of hope for us all. 

 

        Virginia Hunt
2024-2025 Outstanding 
Service Commendation
         

*****************************************************************************
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To Our Absent Members  

Wilson (Bill) F. McKay of Chatham, NY passed away on Wednesday, April 30, 2025 at the age of 
74. He was born on June 30, 1950, the son of the Late Lester McKay Sr. and Catherine (Wood) 
McKay. He was best known for his gentle nature and love of people and community. He worked 
as a bus driver for COARC assisting people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. He 
had over 50 years in the volunteer fire service as a former member of Defreestville Fire and 
Mellenville Fire; he was a life member of South Schodack Volunteer Fire and Ocean (Chatham) 
Fire Company #1. In addition, he was actively involved in Chatham’s Fire Police, Columbia 
County Fire Police, Treasurer of the Columbia County Volunteer Fire Police, Region 8 Director of 
Volunteer Fire Police State of New York receiving the George E. Woodman Award, Hudson 
Mohawk Volunteer Fire Association, and past president and member of Loyal order of the Blue 
Vests and various other organizations related to community services. He was past president of 
Ocean Fire Company # 1 receiving the Axe award in 2024. He also volunteered for the Columbia 
County Office for the Aging at the Greenport, Chatham, and Valatie sites; St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Chatham. Over the years he has received many recognitions and awards all in relation 
to his community service.

Wilson is pre-deceased by his wife Linda and brother Peter McKay, Sr., as well as sister in-laws 
Sarah McKay and Pamela McKay.

He is survived by his daughter Laura Lynde (Todd), granddaughters Kylien Lynde and Jacquelyn 
Lynde, great-grandson Camdyn Evans, brothers Lester McKay, Sr. (Carol) and Dennis McKay, Sr. 
as well as many nieces and nephews.

Family received friends at the French, Gifford, Preiter & Blasl Funeral Home, Chatham NY; 
Monday May 5th from 5 to 7pm. Funeral service was held Tuesday at 11am in the funeral home. 
Interment at the Woodlawn Cemetery in East Schodack, NY.

Memorial contributions can be made to the Chatham Fire Department. Condolences may be 
conveyed at frenchblasl.com.
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Derick 
LaTorre
Founder & Principal Agent

(518) 660-0500
Derick@LaTorreInsuranceAgency.com
LaTorreInsuranceAgency.com
1052 Kinderhook St, Valatie, NY 12184
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If any veteran is interested contact John Piddock   
                        at 518-281-2842.

Camp Bristol Campfest
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The Elks car show committee has a patriotic handmade quilt that has been donated. We will be 
raffling off 1000 tickets. One ticket is $5.00, 3 for $10.00, 7for $20.00. The proceeds will pay for 
the widows and Vet’s Christmas party at the lodge. For tickets please call Annie at 518 758-
2196.

Quilt Raffle 

Quilt Raffle 
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The Albany Stratton VA

Please note that Veteran Service offices are no longer in the VAMC facility. Please contact the 
organization directly using the following phone numbers

Disabled American Veterans  888-604-0234
NY State Dept. of Veterans Services  888-838-7697
Veterans Benefits Administration  800-827-1000
VBA New York Regional Office  212-807-3152
Veterans of Foreign Wars  518-626-5687

Widows Support Group 

Any widow whose spouse was a veteran can join the Joseph P. Dwyer widows connection. It’s held at 
10:00 am on the second Thursday of every month at:
                                                          
                                                                                   Suite 7

389 Fairview Ave.   
Hudson, NY 

Food and refreshments are served. 
Please come and join the group and share your thoughts and stories.

Veterans

Veterans Food Pantry

The Veterans Food Pantry at the Joseph P. Dwyer room at 388 Fairview Ave. Hudson, NY, is open. 
Veterans who need help can come to the new pantry for supplies. They are open Mondays to Friday    
from  9:30a - 1:30p. 

Used Clothing Drop-off Shed

Donate your gently-used, clean clothing, shoes, belts, blankets, drapes, purses, and bedding.

No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, or household goods. These items are expensive to dispose of.

Donations are tax deductible.

Recycle and help others in need. Please bag your items in closed bags to keep them clean and dry.

                                   Veterans Committee
                               
      John Sundwall Jr. 610-5630     Tammy McDermott  704-1866
                                   Darci Hover 518-755-3879
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Friday Evening             Menu  5pm – 7pm.
Queen of Hearts at 7pm. Purchase tickets in the lounge from Larry Knott or                        

                                        ask a bartender.
Sunday Breakfast Dining room seating with menu options. 8am – 11am.
Lodge meetings  Please join us!

Members: Monday 9th and 23rd at 7:30pm       
Board of Directors: Monday 16th    at 7:30pm 

June Menus – served Fridays from 5pm to 7pm

                  6th      Philly cheese steak, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available        
                  23Th    Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available
                  20th    Summer salad night - $15 – see flyer on Page 6
                 27th     Meatball Subs, choice of french fries or onion rings - $13 Bar Menu available      
                  
                                                
June Events

                    7th      Initiation - 3pm
                   21St – 25 week club & family picnic  - 4pm in Pavilion

                     

                   
                  

                   

                       

                   
                    
 

               
                 Buckbal

Calendar
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Officers
Exalted Ruler:         Tammy McDermott          704-1866
Leading Knight:      Tom Burrall                        577-5265  
Loyal Knight:           Rosemarie Neckles  845 902-8499  
Lecturing Knight: Jim Shord                           727-5831
Esquire: Open            
Chaplain: Sharon Deck           784-3482
Inner Guard: Jean  Engel           653-3906
Tiler: Larry Knott           758-7618
Treasurer: Joe Laviano PER           758-1741
Secretary: Jerry Shook PSP           567-4443
Organist: John Deane           758-7051

Trustees
Thom McDermott (Chair)776-9000
John Sundwall Jr. 610-5630
Ben Lasher   784-2032
John Piddock PDD             758-2842
Chris Akers PDD 858-7134

House Committee 
Sharon Deck (Chair) 784-3482
Chuck Cotsonas PER 821-2367
John Piddock PDD             758-2842
Gordie Engel                      653-4157
Larry Knott                         758-7618
Rick Stegmann                   712-7125
Kelly McGiffert                   545-0022
Greg Monjeau            845-542-0257

Mailing Address
Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530
2750 Rt 9H
Post Office Box 514
Kinderhook, NY 12106

Lodge Contacts

Articles must be submitted by the 25th of each month for the next edition. 
Send articles and event flyers to editor@kinderhookelks.org

(Graphics, plain text, or a word document is preferred - No PDFs, please!)

Committee: Jean Engel (Editor), Gordie Engel, Bill Cooper, 
Chris Bellingham, John Piddock

Advertising/Circulation: Jerry Shook

Website: www.kinderhookelks.org
Facebook: Find us at “Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530”

Newsletter

Phone Numbers
Lodge 518-758-2530
Office 518-758-2538
Emergency 518-758-0344
Lodge Fax 518-758-1771

Join the mailing list and receive news updates via email

Go to our home page, www.kinderhookelks.org, and click on “Get e-mail news updates” in 
the right-hand menu (mobile users may need to scroll down to see this link). Complete the 
three step process and your email address will be added to the list.

mailto:editor@kinderhookelks.org
http://www.kinderhookelks.org/
http://www.kinderhookelks.org/
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