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THE LEGEND
Newsletter of the Kinderhook Elks

April 2025

Exalted Ruler’s Message

 

       

 To the Kinderhook Elks Family, 

It is truly an honor to serve as your Exalted Ruler. I look forward to working with officers and PERs this lodge 
year.

The installation day was truly inspiring! I am filled with gratitude for everyone who contributed to the 
ceremony. I want to express my heartfelt thanks to Jerry and his team for preparing a delicious meal and to 
Rose and Greg for creating stunning centerpieces and transforming the dining room. A big thank you to 
Chris Bellingham for the wonderful installation photography! Your work is greatly appreciated!

Thank you, State Vice President Christine Grossman, for your invaluable support. Your presence here truly 
makes a difference and inspires us all!

I am genuinely excited about the remarkable achievements we will accomplish together in the coming year 
by harnessing our collective strengths and turning our aspirations into reality!

This year, PER Anne presented the following remarkable awards:
Elk of the Year - David Leiser 
Officer of the Year - John Sundwall
Meritorious Service - Barbara McCormick & Ginny Hunt
Citizen of the Year - Al Johnson 

House Committee Chair Sharon presented the Bartender of the Year award to Kelly McGiffert.

Congratulations to all the award recipients for your incredible contributions and unwavering dedication!

We still have one open position for the Esquire role. If you're interested in taking on this opportunity, please 
reach out to me or any of the other officers or PERs. We would be happy to discuss it with you if you want 
to learn more about what the position entails. 

Remember, everyone, this is your Lodge. Use it, support it, and continue to promote it. See you at the 
Lodge! 

Exalted Ruler Tammy McDermott
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Lecturing Knight Rosemarie Neckles giving a 
donation for ICC yearbook to Financial 
Yearbook Supervisor John Wilary.
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          To our absent members

David was a voracious reader throughout his life, tending to prefer hard science and arcane 
science fiction. Upon joining a book club, he discovered the enjoyment of expanding his horizons 
and lively discussions. As a master gardener he looked forward every year to being outside and 
tending his vegetables for hours. David and Gail cherished the many memories they shared with 
yearly trips to Ogunquit, Maine.

David was a devoted family man, unfailingly generous and loyal to all that were a part of his life. 
Upon retirement, David became an enthusiastic volunteer with the Kinderhook Elks where he 
made many new friends. He recently discovered a love of pickleball and became a proud 
"picklehead".

He was predeceased by his parents, Claude and Adeline Smith. David is survived by his loving wife 
of 35 years, Gail Hargrave-Smith and his sons, Christopher (Rachel) Smith, Tyler Smith and Shawn 
Smith. His granddaughters, Zera and Chloe, were the loves of his life. David was also very close to 
his extended family, Diane (Bill) Smith, Kathy (Greg) Proper and their children and grandchildren: 
Lauren (Chris) Wessell, Matthew (Giuliana) Smith, Geoffrey (Dacia) Proper, Stephen (Erin) Proper 
as well as Pari, Parker, Alessandra, Luca and Lorenzo. David's beloved pups, Trixie and Juice, will 
miss him too.

The family expresses sincere gratitude to the Niverville Fire Department and the NY State Police 
for their kindness and comfort at the accident site in Niverville. In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the Niverville Fire Department, Valatie Food Pantry, or a charity of your choice.

Calling hours were Saturday, March 8th from 9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. with a funeral service 
immediately following at Raymond Bond Funeral Home. Interment will be at Woodlawn Cemetery 
in Valatie.

David A. Smith Kinderhook - It is with endless sadness that we announce 
that David Alan Smith, 76, passed away unexpectedly on March 4, 2025. 
David graduated from SUNY Albany with degrees in mathematics and 
physics. He served in the US Air Force at Whiteman AFB in Knob Noster, 
Missouri as a missile systems analyst. After leaving the military, he joined 
Mechanical Technology Inc. in Latham, NY, where he became a senior 
software engineer, and remained there for over 40 years until his 
retirement.
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Derick 
LaTorre
Founder & Principal Agent

(518) 660-0500
Derick@LaTorreInsuranceAgency.com
LaTorreInsuranceAgency.com
1052 Kinderhook St, Valatie, NY 12184



The Legend April 2025  Page 6

I wanted to share with you the use of the $1000 grant that Healing A Woman's Soul received from 
the Elks.

We recently delivered gently used furniture that we purchased from the ReStore  to the Domestic 
Violence shelter in Hudson  The shelter is where the women and children live while they are in 
transition.  

The furniture in the common room of the shelter had seen better days, were dirty and falling apart. 
These families that are in this situation deserve nice things and a sense of self worth.  The 
administrators and guests at the shelter were thrilled  It  made the place feel much more 
welcoming for women coming into the shelter.  They are very very grateful to Healing A Woman's 
Soul and our supporters.   

It was a cold and blustery day but a wonderful way to start the year. With the help of Wayne and 
some other volunteers we had 3 trucks which allowed us to make the move in one trip.  We moved 
the old furniture out into the yard and then moved in a beautiful loveseat and couch.  In addition 
there was a coffee table and end tables, lamps, a dresser and end tables, some kids chairs and a 
nice mirror.  The administration was thrilled - it made the place feel much more welcoming from 
women coming into the shelter. 

Thank you again to the Elks for the support to Healing A Woman's Soul.

Blessings to all,

Janet

Furniture Delivery to Hudson Domestic Violence Shelter
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The Easter Bunny is coming 
on April 13th and 20th! We 
invite volunteers to join the 
Sunday breakfast crews 
between 8am and 11am to 
help create a magical 
experience for the kids. 
Your support can make 
these days truly special! 
Please let me know if you 
can lend a hand on either 
or both of these 
meaningful days. 

Thank you!  
Tammy, Leading Knight
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1 – Hip Hop 2 – A practical yolker!

3 – An egg! 4 – An egg-venturer!

5 – Eggs-cuse me! 

 

Answers to Easter Riddles
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Youth Cornhole Tournament on
Saturday May 10th. Singles and doubles.
Food, prizes and fun. For more 
information please contact John 
Piddock at  758-2842

Brochures detailing events at Camp 
Bristol are available on the table in the 
lounge.
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On Thursday, March 28th, John and I had the honor of spending time with Cindy Guess from the 
Community Hospice Center in Albany, representing the Kinderhook Elks as the Veterans Chairs. 
Cindy and her dedicated team are celebrated throughout the region for their unwavering support 
of veteran patients. In 2024, the hospice proudly donated 255 blankets to veterans in her program, 
including a hero who served in World War II.

They discovered a low supply and requested donations of yarn from crafters and local businesses. 
We took action by shopping at JoAnn Fabrics' going-out-of-business sale, where we found a buy-
one, get-one-half-price offer, and donated three 30-gallon garbage bags filled with yarn. The 
pictures below show the completed blankets that are distributed to every veteran. If you enjoy 
crocheting and want to participate in this wonderful program, we will collect blankets and yarn in 
January 2026.

From left to right Trustee John Sundwall,
Cindy Guess and ER Tammy McDermott 

Veterans Donations
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If any veteran is interested contact John Piddock   
                        at 518-281-2842.

Camp Bristol Campfest
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The Albany Stratton VA

Please note that Veteran Service offices are no longer in the VAMC facility. Please contact the 
organization directly using the following phone numbers

Disabled American Veterans  888-604-0234
NY State Dept. of Veterans Services  888-838-7697
Veterans Benefits Administration  800-827-1000
VBA New York Regional Office  212-807-3152
Veterans of Foreign Wars  518-626-5687

Widows Support Group 

Any widow whose spouse was a veteran can join the Joseph P. Dwyer widows connection. It’s held at 
10:00 am on the second Thursday of every month at:
                                                          
                                                                                   Suite 7

389 Fairview Ave.   
Hudson, NY 

Food and refreshments are served. 
Please come and join the group and share your thoughts and stories.

Veterans

Veterans Food Pantry

The Veterans Food Pantry at the Joseph P. Dwyer room at 388 Fairview Ave. Hudson, NY, is open. 
Veterans who need help can come to the new pantry for supplies. They are open Mondays to Friday    
from  9:30a - 1:30p. 

Used Clothing Drop-off Shed

Donate your gently-used, clean clothing, shoes, belts, blankets, drapes, purses, and bedding.

No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, or household goods. These items are expensive to dispose of.

Donations are tax deductible.

Recycle and help others in need. Please bag your items in closed bags to keep them clean and dry.

                                   Veterans Committee
                               
      John Sundwall Jr. 610-5630     Tammy McDermott  704-1866
                                   Darci Hover 518-755-3879
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Installation of Officers

On Saturday March 29th the officers for 2025-2026 were installed by PDDGER Leo Buel. A dinner 
and awards ceremony followed the installation. The master of ceremonies was PER Frank Masten

From left to right Chaplain Sharon Deck, Inner Guard Jean Engel, Tiler Larry Knott, Trustee Ben Lasher, Treasurer 
Joe Laviano, Secretary Jerry Shook, Loyal Knight Rosemarie Neckles, Leading Knight Tom Burrall and Exalted 
Ruler Tammy McDermott. Missing was Lecturing Knight Jim Shord. PDDGER Leo Buell conducted the service.
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Friday Evening             Menu  5pm – 7pm. Reservations required call Anne at 518-758-2196
Queen of Hearts at 7pm. Purchase tickets in the lounge from Larry Knott or                        

                                        ask a bartender.
Sunday Breakfast Dining room seating with menu options. 8am – 11am.
Lodge meetings  Please join us!

Members: Monday 14th and 28th   at 7:30pm       
Board of Directors: Monday 21st   at 7:30pm 

April Menus – served Fridays from 5pm to 7pm

                  4th     Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available
                  11th   Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available
                  18th   Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 – see flyer on page 7
                  25th   Meatball subs, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available                   
                       
                                       
April Events

                   
                  27th   Kinderhook Elks 50th Anniversary Cocktail Party 4pm to 7pm

                   

                       

                   
                    
 

               
                 Buck

Calendar
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Officers
Exalted Ruler:         Tammy McDermott          704-1866
Leading Knight:      Tom Burrall                        577-5265  
Loyal Knight:           Rosemarie Neckles  845 902-8499  
Lecturing Knight: Jim Shord                           727-5831
Esquire: Open            
Chaplain: Sharon Deck           784-3482
Inner Guard: Jean  Engel           653-3906
Tiler: Larry Knott           758-7618
Treasurer: Joe Laviano PER           758-1741
Secretary: Jerry Shook PSP           567-4443
Organist: John Deane           758-7051

Trustees
Ben Lasher (Chair) 784-2032
John Sundwall Jr. 610-5630
Thom McDermott 776-9000
John Piddock PDD             758-2842
Chris Akers PDD 858-7134
House Committee 
Sharon Deck (Chair) 784-3482
Chuck Cotsonas PER 821-2367
John Piddock PDD             758-2842
Gordie Engel                      653-4157
Larry Knott                         758-7618
Rick Stegmann                   712-7125
Kelly McGiffert                   545-0022
Greg Neckles              845-542-0257

Mailing Address
Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530
2750 Rt 9H
Post Office Box 514
Kinderhook, NY 12106

Lodge Contacts

Articles must be submitted by the 25th of each month for the next edition. 
Send articles and event flyers to editor@kinderhookelks.org

(Graphics, plain text, or a word document is preferred - No PDFs, please!)

Committee: Jean Engel (Editor), Gordie Engel, Bill Cooper, 
Chris Bellingham, John Piddock

Advertising/Circulation: Jerry Shook

Website: www.kinderhookelks.org
Facebook: Find us at “Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530”

Newsletter

Phone Numbers
Lodge 518-758-2530
Office 518-758-2538
Emergency 518-758-0344
Lodge Fax 518-758-1771

Join the mailing list and receive news updates via email

Go to our home page, www.kinderhookelks.org, and click on “Get e-mail news updates” in the 
right-hand menu (mobile users may need to scroll down to see this link). Complete the three step 
process and your email address will be added to the list.

mailto:editor@kinderhookelks.org
http://www.kinderhookelks.org/
http://www.kinderhookelks.org/
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