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THE LEGEND
Newsletter of the Kinderhook Elks

March 2025

Exalted Ruler’s Message

 

       

To my Kinderhook Elks family and friends,

What an amazing day Sunday the 23rd of February was!!!  I am very proud of the officers and 
members.  We brought in 12 new members.  What an asset new members are.  They bring in new 
ideas, a refreshing drive and sparks of enthusiasm that catch on like wildfire.  LOVE IT!!  Thank you 
to everyone for the donations of food, to the set up and clean up crews.  Everyone did a great job.

As I am winding down at the Lodge to spend more time with family and explore the world I just 
want to say thank you to all.   It has truly been an adventure. There is talk of an Antlers Program 
starting up, bringing in the youth of the community to get them involved and show them the 
change that they can and do make in the world.  The change they make for others also gives them 
pride in who they are, a second family to enjoy new things with.  The possibilities are just endless 
at what can be accomplished when we work together.

Ladies, I plan on being back at Ladies Night Out!! I see Barb has an article in the newsletter.  Great 
job getting information out to our members, family, friends and the community.  The car show is 
fast approaching we will have a meeting soon. The advertisement sheets and the registration 
sheets are ready to go, if you need some reach out.

Not much else to say, thank you from the bottom of my heart for this experience.

Anne Marie Leiser
ER/PER
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Esteemed Leading Knight’s Message

Welcome, March! Together, we continue to demonstrate incredible teamwork in advancing our 
lodge. I am grateful to the group of people who helped remove the old, torn brown chairs that 
cluttered our storage space. Also, thank you to the team that helped clean and organize the dining 
room closet, which has transformed it into an open area. 

We've been having a great time cleaning out the basement, and we're finally saying goodbye to 
those old brown chairs! We've also started sorting through all the yard sale donations and 
removing anything we can't use. Plus, the fryers and the surrounding floor got a good scrub, and 
they look fantastic! We heard your voices, and the breakfast cruise-ins are back! Be sure to check 
out the flyer for the dates in the newsletter. 

The Deer Hide Program has successfully completed its work. A heartfelt thank you to John Sundwall 
and Thom McDermott for their dedicated efforts in making this program possible. Exciting details 
will be shared soon as we finalize the remaining elements.

The last couple of months have been a busy and exciting time as we explore who wanted to step 
into leadership roles for the upcoming year. The abundance of great ideas truly inspires me, and I 
appreciate everyone's input and time. The position of Leading Knight, which I currently hold, 
remains open. If you are interested in this role but we haven't connected yet, I invite you to reach 
out. I'm happy to share my experiences and accomplishments in this position. I welcome your 
thoughts if we've already spoken and you're considering it. 

Stay updated on upcoming events with our email notifications and the lounge board. If you're not 
receiving our emails, please let me know so you can participate in future events!

Remember, everyone, this is your Lodge. Use it, support it, and continue to promote it. 

See you at the Lodge! 
Tammy McDermott, Leading Knight
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I would personally like to thank all those involved in the deer hide program.  Leslie Flynn for the 
advertising and handouts that helped promote that we are one of the last LODGES to collect 
hides for our Veterans.  David Leiser and John Sundwall for helping pickup and salt more than 75 
hides in one day.  Thanks also to Al Lamarre. Many family members that are not Elks helped out 
also.  So thank you to those individuals.  This program worked with other Lodges who called and 
said, hey we have hides if you want them.  Hell yes we do!  So a member went and picked them 
up, salted them and added them to the stack.  Please help keep this program going and growing.  
We get paid for the hides, money that is put into the Vets account, than in turn the hides are 
made into kits for the Vets in hospitals to make gloves and slippers and other useful things.  
ER/PER Anne Leiser
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Initiation of New Members

On Sunday, February 23rd, we initiated  13 new members into our Lodge.  Please welcome Henri 
Williams, William and Kari Anne Powell, Angela Gardner, Debbie and Larry Devine, Joyce Harkowa, 
Lisa Mills, Jenna Ringwood, Lorne Dawes, Matthew White and Timothy Albertson. Matthew White 
will not be at the Lodge for a while as he is being deployed to Afghanistan.

Top row from left – Tiler Larry Knott, PDD John Piddock, Chaplain Sharon Deck, PDD Buster Esposito, Trustee John 
Sundwall  Leading Knight Tammy McDermott, Trustee Thom McDermott, PER Frank Masten, Lecturing Knight Rosemarie 
Neckles, Trustee Ben Lasher, Inner Guard Jean Engel, 2nd Esquire Chris Bellingham, Secretary Jerry Shook, Esquire John 
Deane
Bottom row from left – Henri Williams, William Powell, Kari Anne Powell, Angela Gardner, Larry Devine, Debbie Devine, 
PER Anne Leiser, Joyce Harkowa, Lisa Mills, Jenna Ringwood, Lorne Dawes, Matthew White and Timothy Albertson

Last month, you received your dues notice in the mail. I know some of you “rarely go to the lodge 
or partake in the events we hold”  but you need to realize that by paying your dues you help 
support many of the community and local efforts we are involved in. Let’s stay involved as an Elk 
and continue to lend a hand when needed. Your support really does makes a difference!  Please pay 
your dues by April 1st.

Thanks from the Office of the Secretary
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Raymond T. Chuley, 89, passed away peacefully on February 9, 2025. 

Ray was born in Valatie, New York on September 12, 1935, to John Chuley and Carrie 
(Edwards) Chuley. He attended school in Albany, New York and graduated from Albany High 
School in 1953. He enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1954 and honorably served as a 
Communications Specialist in Okinawa and Texas until his discharge in 1958. 

After Raymond's completion in the Air Force, he worked at Freihofer's Bakery and then began 
his drafting career at Sterling Drug in Rensselaer, New York. During his employment at 
Sterling, he completed his apprenticeship at Hudson Valley Community College and graduated 
with his Associate degree in 1973. He retired from Sterling after 29 years of employment and 
continued his drafting career with JB Warren Industries in Castleton-on-Hudson, New York for 
another 11 years until he officially retired. 

Ray met the woman-of-his-dreams in 1978, and married Shirley (Weaver) Santana on August 
25, 1979. They shared their love of traveling and family until her passing in March, 2014.

Outside of working, Ray pursued his passion for trains with an extensive collection of HO scale 
model railroading. His love for the Air Force continued with a vast knowledge of military 
aircraft, and was known for his expertise of World War 2. During his younger years, he loved 
fishing on Lake Champlain in Rouses Point, New York and hunting in Oneonta, New York with 
his relatives.

Ray's legacy will continue by John T. Chuley (son), Christine (Luciano) Chuley (daughter-in-
law), Kirsten N. Chuley (granddaughter), Timothy A. Santana (step-son), and Linda (Bosley) 
Santana (step daughter-in-law), and numerous cousins and grandchildren.

He was predeceased by his parents John and Carrie, his wife Shirley, his step-daughter Mary 
Santana, and his grandson Erik.

Calling hours were held at the Raymond E. Bond Funeral Home, 1015 Kinderhook St., Valatie, 
NY from 10:00am – 12:00pm on February 22nd with a service immediately following, and 
with internment following at Woodlawn Cemetery in Valatie,NY.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Wounded Warriors Project.

          To our absent members
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Derick 
LaTorre
Founder & Principal Agent

(518) 660-0500
Derick@LaTorreInsuranceAgency.com
LaTorreInsuranceAgency.com
1052 Kinderhook St, Valatie, NY 12184
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The Easter Bunny is coming 
on April 13th and 20th! We 
invite volunteers to join the 
Sunday breakfast crews 
between 8am and 11am to 
help create a magical 
experience for the kids. 
Your support can make 
these days truly special! 
Please let me know if you 
can lend a hand on either 
or both of these 
meaningful days. 

Thank you!  
Tammy, Leading Knight
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Youth Cornhole Tournament on
Saturday May 10th. Singles and doubles.
Food, prizes and fun. For more 
information please contact John 
Piddock at  758-2842

Brochures detailing events at Camp 
Bristol are available on the table in the 
lounge.
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COXSACKIE―On a freezing February morning in 2018, Ella Schoenborn passed a homeless man on her way 
to school. He was sleeping under a piece of snow-covered cardboard and at that moment the then nine-
year-old from Coxsackie knew she had to help.

Schoenborn embarked on a mission that day to feed the hungry and founded what would grow to become 
Projectella. It started as a simple sandwich-making operation in her home and ballooned into the distribution of 
more than 7,300 meals and 250,000 food pantry items. And her work has not gone unnoticed.

On Monday, U.S. Rep. Marc Molinaro (NY-19) presented Schoenborn with a congressional proclamation for her 
outstanding achievements, exceptional character, and unwavering dedication to her community. Schoenborn was 
joined at the congressman’s Leeds office by her family, Academy of Holy Names school officials, classmates and 
friends, as well as Greene County Legislative Chairman Pat Linger and Sheriff Peter Kusminsky.

“Often, we think of leadership as standing in front of a room. And sometimes that’s what it is. But most of the time 
it’s a single act that balloons into great movements,” Molinaro said.

Molinaro spoke of Eleanor Roosevelt, the longest serving first lady of the United States and first chairperson of the 
Commission on Human Rights for the United Nations.

“She said all the great movements in time, in society, begin in small places. Meaning that simple acts often are 
where the big change occurs,” Molinaro said.

“And I can tell already, some of the small things you have done ballooned into bigger things,” he told Schoenborn.

“The best leaders are the people who meet people where they are and help them to get where they need to be,” 
Molinaro said.

After school on that cold winter day nearly seven years ago, Schoenborn gathered up bottles and cans to redeem 
for five-cent deposits. With $20.50 in hand and the help of her dad, Gus Schoenborn, she made eight turkey and 
cheese sandwiches and gave them out to those living on the streets of Albany.

Before long, she was feeding the homeless three days a week in Albany, Troy, and Saratoga. And by the end of the 
first summer, she was making 200 turkey sandwiches a week.

Sixteen different organizations and food pantries across six counties have benefited from Schoenborn’s work, and 
she has developed a network of distributors and agencies to ensure that goods are delivered to those in 
need―averaging 300-500 people helped every week.

As Schoenborn says, “You can’t dream if you are hungry.”

The congressional proclamation is one of several awards Schoenborn has received over the years, including from 
the Greene County Legislature, New York State Assembly, New York State Senate, Greene County Sheriff’s Office, 
and YWCA NorthEastern NY.

Schoenborn was also the recipient of the 2022-2023 Youth Virtues, Valor, and Vision Award from the National 
Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) for selfless service, determination, innovation, and ideals that are changing 
the world. She was chosen from more than 1.6 million Catholic school students across the country.
​
When she is not busy feeding the hungry, Schoenborn serves as her class president, an officer with the National 
Honor Society maintaining a 4.0 GPA, and a captain of the varsity lacrosse team.

Article submitted by Elk member Barbara MacCormack
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The Albany Stratton VA

Please note that Veteran Service offices are no longer in the VAMC facility. Please contact the 
organization directly using the following phone numbers

Disabled American Veterans  888-604-0234
NY State Dept. of Veterans Services  888-838-7697
Veterans Benefits Administration  800-827-1000
VBA New York Regional Office  212-807-3152
Veterans of Foreign Wars  518-626-5687

Widows Support Group 

Any widow whose spouse was a veteran can join the Joseph P. Dwyer widows connection. It’s held at 
10:00 am on the second Thursday of every month at:
                                                          
                                                                                   Suite 7

389 Fairview Ave.   
Hudson, NY 

Food and refreshments are served. 
Please come and join the group and share your thoughts and stories.

Veterans

Veterans Food Pantry

The Veterans Food Pantry at the Joseph P. Dwyer room at 388 Fairview Ave. Hudson, NY, is open. 
Veterans who need help can come to the new pantry for supplies. They are open Mondays to Friday    
from  9:30a - 1:30p. 

Used Clothing Drop-off Shed

Donate your gently-used, clean clothing, shoes, belts, blankets, drapes, purses, and bedding.

No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, or household goods. These items are expensive to dispose of.

Donations are tax deductible.

Recycle and help others in need. Please bag your items in closed bags to keep them clean and dry.

                                   Veterans Committee
                               
      John Sundwall Jr. 610-5630     Tammy McDermott  704-1866
                                   Darci Hover 518-755-3879
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Friday Evening             Menu  5pm – 7pm. Reservations required call Anne at 518-758-2196
Queen of Hearts at 7pm. Purchase tickets in the lounge from Larry Knott or                        

                                        ask a bartender.
Sunday Breakfast Dining room seating with menu options. 8am – 11am.
Lodge meetings  Please join us!

Members: Monday 10th and 24th   at 7:30pm       
Board of Directors: Monday 17th  at 7:30pm 

March Menus – served Fridays from 5pm to 7pm

                  7th     Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available
                  14th   Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 – Bar Menu available
                  21st   Fish Fry with coleslaw, french fries or onion rings - $13 
                  28th   Crab Cakes with french fries or onion rings - $13         
                       
                                       
March Events

                  1St       3 Buck Chuck
                  15th    Corned Beef dinner – see flyer on page 7
                  29th     Installation of officers

                       

                   
                    
 

               
                 Buck

Calendar
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Officers
Exalted Ruler: Annie Leiser                      758-2196
Leading Knight:      Tammy McDermott          704-1866  
Loyal Knight:           Kelly McGiffert                  545-0022    
Lecturing Knight: Rosemarie Neckles   845 902-8499
Esquire: John Deane           758-7051
Chaplain: Sharon Deck           784-3482
Inner Guard: Jean  Engel           653-3906
Tiler: Larry Knott           758-7618
Treasurer: Joe Laviano PER           758-1741
Secretary: Jerry Shook PSP           567-4443
Organist: John Deane           758-7051

Trustees
Ben Lasher (Chair) 784-2032
John Sundwall Jr. 610-5630
Thom McDermott 776-9000
John Piddock PDD             758-2842
Chris Akers PDD 858-7134

House Committee 
Sharon Deck (Chair) 784-3482
Chuck Cotsonas PER 821-2367
John Piddock PDD             758-2842
Gordie Engel                      653-4157
Larry Knott                         758-7618
Rick Stegmann                   573-6751
Kelly McGiffert                   545-0022

Mailing Address
Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530
2750 Rt 9H
Post Office Box 514
Kinderhook, NY 12106

Lodge Contacts

Articles must be submitted by the 25th of each month for the next edition. 
Send articles and event flyers to editor@kinderhookelks.org

(Graphics, plain text, or a word document is preferred - No PDFs, please!)

Committee: Jean Engel (Editor), Gordie Engel, Bill Cooper, 
Chris Bellingham, John Piddock

Advertising/Circulation: Jerry Shook

Website: www.kinderhookelks.org
Facebook: Find us at “Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530”

Newsletter

Phone Numbers
Lodge 518-758-2530
Office 518-758-2538
Emergency 518-758-0344
Lodge Fax 518-758-1771

mailto:editor@kinderhookelks.org
http://www.kinderhookelks.org/
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