
The Legend January 2023 Page 1

THE LEGEND
Newsletter of the Kinderhook Elks

January 2023

Exalted Ruler’s Message
Happy New Year!! I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s holiday. 
December was such an incredible month; so busy, so much cold, and the festiveness.

First, we held the Joseph Dwyer Association’s Christmas Party for Veterans on Saturday, 
December 3rd. Thanks to everyone that helped. The veterans had a great time. Next was the 
annual Memorial Service held on Sunday, December 4th. The officers of the Lodge performed 
the service, with music beautifully performed by John Deane. The Reverend Dan Cohen of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church gave a moving response. PER Anne Leiser did the Jolly Corks Toast . 
Upon it’s conclusion, a reception was held immediately after the ceremony in the lounge.

The Marion Stegmann Fund was the week of the 5th with deliveries being made on Saturday 
December 10th.  A huge thanks to Anne Leiser and the whole crew of helpers. They did such 
an amazing job; I believe deliveries were done before noon. Over 250 families in Northern 
Columbia County received packages. Also, I wish to give a very heartfelt thanks to all those 
who donated to the fund; whether in time, product and/or financially; Thank you!

On the 11th we initiated two new members. Welcome Jim and Shane!

On the 17th, was our Christmas party (Elksmas). What a blast!! Thanks to Darci Hover and her 
crew for the Lasagna and all the fixings. Jerry and Abby Shook did the bar tending. 

And on the two Sunday breakfasts of the 11th and 18th were special as we had the pleasure 
of Santa Claus visiting us and spending time with our guests.

Thank you to all that helped with these activities during the very busy month that December 
is. 

From Wendy and I, May each of you have a wonderful and blessed New Year!!

Fraternally yours,
John Piddock
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On Sunday, December 11th, Kinderhook Elks initiated two new members into the order.

The initiation ritual was performed by Exalted Ruler John Piddock PSVP, Leading Knight Chris 
Bellingham, Loyal Knight Joel Dyslin PER, Lecturing Knight Steve Everett, Esquire John Deane, 
Chaplain Jim Yager, Inner Guard Jean Engel, Tiler Larry Knott, and Secretary Jerry Shook PSP.

Front L to R: Joel Dyslin PER, new member Jim Shord, Exalted Ruler John Piddock PSVP, new 
member Shane McDonald, Inner Guard Jean Engel, Lecturing Knight Steve Everett, Lodge 
Esquire John Deane.
Rear L to R: Lodge Secretary Jerry Shook PSP, Trustee Thom McDermott, Tiler Larry Knott, Jim 
Yager, Leading Knight Chris Bellingham.

New Members
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2023-24 Officers
Whether you are a new or a long-time member, picture yourself as a Lodge Officer next year! 

We are looking for new faces and new ideas. The requirements are minimal: attend meetings, 
initiate new members, participate in a few, short ceremonial rituals like Flag Day, Memorial 
Service, etc. Your reward will be the esteem of other Lodge members and new Elk friendships 
in lodges across the district.

Notices

PER Annie’s Message
To my Kinderhook Elks Family,

‘Tis the season!!  I hope everyone had a fabulous Christmas and by the time you read this a 
wonderful New Year.  We all have our seasons. There are four seasons of the year, there are 
seasons in our lives too.  We have a time of joy, of sadness, a time when we really don't know 
what we are.  We are always changing.  One day we have friends that we are so 
close to and the next were not; one day we are healthy and the next we're not. Nothing is 
ever the same. We are fast approaching a new season in Elkdom. Yup, you guessed it, the time 
when we need a new leader, and new officers to move the Lodge forward.  

We have gained many new members this past year, and new things have and are happening 
around the Lodge. Do you think you can handle a position where you move the Lodge 
forward? Are you willing to make a commitment to the Lodge, its members, the community, 
Veterans, and children? We have three months to fill those positions. There is an Officers 
Book upstairs in the lounge and there are many past officers that you can talk to. Look into it, 
reach out, step out of your comfort zone and take a chance, you are never alone, you are 
better than you think you are and the Lodge needs you. Come to a meeting, throw your hat 
into the ring and watch the world forever change in your eyes.

I hope the new year is bright and brilliant, fun and fantastic, new and adventurous.  I wish you 
all the best.

Annie

Newsletter Editor
We are sad to announce the departure of our newsletter editor, Kate Timmis. Kate has worked 
tirelessly over the last 16 months to produce the newsletter and distribute upcoming calendar 
events. Thank you, Kate.

If you would like to be the next editor, please contact Chris Bellingham on 610-1244 for more 
details. You will need access to a laptop or desktop computer. The editing software 
(LibreOffice) is free and runs on PC, Mac, and Linux. Training and assistance will be provided.
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Breakfast with Santa
As in years past, Kris Kringle visited the Lodge for Sunday breakfast twice this December. On 
the second occasion, he was accompanied by Mrs Kringle.

Children posed for photos and whispered their Christmas wishes.
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Americanism

Elks National Foundation Legacy Awards

Eligibility
College-bound high school seniors who are the children or grandchildren of dues-paying 
Elks are welcome to apply. Visit enf.elks.org/leg for full eligibility detail.
Important Dates

Important Dates
Application opens: September 1, 2022
Application deadline: February 6, 2023

Awards and Application
(350) $4,000 Legacy Awards scholarships each year. Visit enf.elks.org/leg to apply.

The Most Valued Student portion has ended. The Scholarship Committee is happy to 
announce that we received nine applications.  Four applications have been forwarded to the 
District Judging Committee for further consideration. 

Essay Contest

The essays are in! We received 4 essays on, “What is Your American Dream?”  The essays are 
being evaluated and the winners will be forwarded to the District Level.  Many thanks to Mrs. 
Bell, 5th grade teacher at Ichabod Crane.  

http://enf.elks.org/leg
http://enf.elks.org/leg
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Veterans

Deer Hides

Its Deer Season and, as usual, we 
are collecting deer hides for the 
Veterans.

Location Drop Offs:

  Kinderhook Elks Lodge 
2750 NY 9H
Kinderhook, NY

  Ghent Sportsmen’s Association
1128 County Rd. 9
Ghent, NY 

Follow the red signs to the 
labeled barrels to drop. We will 
be collecting hides up to mid-
January 2023 

 

The Albany Stratton VA 
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Nassau Army vet receives top DAR award

Reprinted, with permission from the Times Union, Monday, December 19th.
(I had to agree that we’d all subscribe to the Times Union for the rest of our days.)

Veterans
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Veterans

Nassau Army vet receives top DAR award, continued...

The Grand Rehabilitation and Nursing at Barnwell

Member Darci Hover of our Veterans Committee has donated committee funds to pay for 
haircuts, shaves, scalp treatments and general grooming services for veterans at Barnwell 
Nursing Home. Services are provided by local resident Kelly Nicoletta. Veterans also received 
Holiday Cards from the students at Chatham Elementary School.
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Veterans Christmas Party
On Saturday afternoon, December 3rd, Kinderhook Elks hosted a Christmas Party for local 
veterans. The event was paid for by the Joseph P. Dwyer fund and organized by Gary Flaherty 
of the Columbia County Veterans Services Agency in Hudson.

The event filled the dining room, bar, and lounge areas. Approximately 175 meals were 
served. Live music was provided by the Byron James Band. 

Kinderhook Elks Veterans Chair, Tom Miglio, presented a check for $250 to Karen Dudley, Vice 
President of the Catskill Blue Star Mothers.

Veterans

Widows Support Group 
Any widow who’s spouse was a veteran can 
join the Joseph P. Dwyer widows connection. 
It’s held at 5:30pm on the second Thursday of 
every month at :

Suite 7
389 Fairview Ave.   
Hudson, NY 

 
Food and refreshments are served. 
Please come and join the group and share 
your thoughts and stories. 

Veterans Food Pantry
The Veterans food pantry at the Joseph P. 
Dwyer room at 388 Fairview Ave. Hudson, 
NY, is open. Veterans who need help can 
come to the new pantry for supplies. They 
are open     Mondays and Tuesdays from  
9:00a - 12:00p. 



The Legend January 2023 Page 11

Friday Evening Bar Menu 5pm – 7pm. Reservations required call Anne at 518-758-2196
Queen of Hearts at 7pm. Purchase tickets in the lounge 
or call Tammy at 518-704-1866

Sunday Breakfast Dining room seating with menu options. 8am – 11am.
Sunday Afternoon Dave’s Dogs and Wings. 4Pm – 6:30pm. 

Place your orders with Dave at 518-669-0155
Lodge meetings  Please join us!

Members: Monday 9th and 23rd at 7:30pm       
Board of Directors: Monday 16th at 7:30pm 

January
6th Steak with French fries - $12. Bar menu available
13th Fish fry, served with coleslaw, French fries or onion rings - $11
14th Drive through Community Baby Shower 10am – 12pm
20th 3 Beef tacos, hard or soft, with Mexican rice - $10
27th Meatball Sub - $10

February 
22nd Red Cross Blood Drive

Calendar
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Officers
Exalted Ruler: John Piddock PSVP   758-2842
Leading Knight: Chris Bellingham   610-1244
Loyal Knight:
Lecturing Knight: Steve Everett   610-8542
Esquire: John Deane   758-7051
Chaplain: Sharon Deck   784-3482
Inner Guard: Jeannie Engel   653-3906
Tiler: Larry Knott   758-7618
Treasurer: Joe Laviano PER   758-1741
Secretary: Jerry Shook PSP   567-4443
Organist: John Deane   758-7051

Trustees
Ben Lasher (Chair) 784-2032
John Sundwall Jr. 784-3600
Thom McDermott 776-9000
Robin Howes 392-3578
Chris Akers PDD 858-7134

House Committee 
Dave Travis (Chair) 794-8427
Sharon Deck 784-3482
Chuck Cotsonas PER 821-2367
John Piddock PSVP 758-2842
Tammy McDermott 704-1866

Phone Numbers
Lodge 518-758-2530
Office 518-758-2538
Emergency 518-758-0344
Lodge Fax 518-758-1771

Mailing Address
Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530
PO Box 514
2750 State Route 9H
Kinderhook, NY 12106

Lodge Contacts

Articles must be submitted by the 25th of each month for the next edition. 
Send articles to editor@kinderhookelks.org

Committee: Jean Engel, Gordie Engel, Bill Cooper, 
Chris Bellingham, John Piddock

Advertising/Circulation: Jerry Shook

Website: www.kinderhookelks.org
Facebook: Find us at “Kinderhook Elks Lodge #2530”

Newsletter

mailto:editor@kinderhookelks.org
http://www.kinderhookelks.org/
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