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DECEMBER 2022 
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THE LEGEND 

Newsletter of the Kinderhook Elks 

To the Members and Friends of the Kinderhook Elks, 

I hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. I find it quite hard to believe that weõre 
entering the last month of 2022 already. It goes by so fast and November was no exception. 

Saturday, November 5th was our lodgeõs visitation by District Deputy GER Linda Rowse, her          
inspection team, and State Vice-President William Mellan. I can not express sufficiently the gratitude 
to all the people that made this visitation remarkable. First to our secretary PSP Jerry Shook and 
treasurer PER Joe Laviano for the remarkable job with the inspection and audit team. A huge thanks 
to Abby Shook and her crew for the grand appetizer table; both the setting and food were amazing. 
To PDD Leo Buell, PDD Chris Akers and PER John Utley and the officers of Kinderhook Lodge #2530, 
thank you all so much for your time and energy in performing an incredible Ritual. Finally, thank you 
to all the members of our lodge for attending. It was a splendid thing for the 3 new members to ex-
perience. 

We honored our Veterans during Wednesday, Nov. 9th with a dinner. All were welcome with Veter-
ans and spouses being free of charge. Joe Laviano and his crew did an absolutely astounding job in 
serving over 140 roast beef dinners.  

On November 20th, was a Wreath making event at the lodge.  There was a great turnout and     
everyone had a great time. 

Then on November 25th, we held our annual Trim-A-Tree decorating event. Thanks to all those that 
turned out, ate, drank and decorated; the lodge looks so festive.  

For December, in addition to our usual activities, we have a few important events happening. First is 
that Sunday, December 4th is the annual Memorial Service. The Officers of the Kinderhook Lodge of 
Elks will perform the Ritual of Memorial Services in remembrance of all deceased members. The  
ceremony will be conducted at the Lodge. This is the most solemn ceremony in our Order and all 
Elks members are encouraged to attend.  

Also starting on the 4th is the Marion Stegmann Fund week; with the delivery date being on the 
10th; please signup, especially drivers and helpers.  

The Elks Americanism Essay Contest has the essay due date of December 15th. On the 17th, is our 
Christmas party. 

May the spirit of the Holiday season fill you with Love and Charity and may all your loved ones be 
safe.  

ER John Piddock   
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To my Kinderhook Elks Family, 
 
My wish for all is that health and happiness are the most important things in your lives.  We are 
never constant, never really the same person every day of our lives. We change with every experi-
ence we have, every person we encounter.  We learn about not only ourselves but about others.  
We have all changed over the years.  I have a very large family now, my own, my Elks family, my 
work family, ok not the people I work with but the people on my route.  We all know how I feel 
about some of my co-workers, they are a work in progress for me.  I want to thank you all for that.  
My perspective has changed on many accounts, some for the better some for the worse.  This is 
where it gets interesting. 
 
This was the first paragraph of my letter this morning.  It was a negative Nancy Day.  A day where 
instead of taking the high road or looking at things positively it was all negative.   I went to church 
this morning, I was in need of a perspective change and that is exactly what I got. 
 
I asked the minister if I could steal his words and with great delight he said òOf Courseó.  I have 
been involved with Stegmann for a few years now.  Not as many as others but more than some.  
This year I found myself criticizing people, finding fault with others because of what I thought was 
their abuse of the program. It made me so angry, so very annoyed, so ready to walk away and let  
someone else deal with my headaches. As I sat in church today I listened, truly listened.  Who am I 
to judge, or criticize?  Is that what God wants from me? To be the darkness that steals the light 
from not only the program but from my soul? 
 
What truly hit home was the when the minister told me that my conduct and integrity should 
make others jealous, that I should be positive and encouraging, I should be building people up in-
stead of tearing them or myself down. I shouldn't wait for someone else to fix me or the problem 
but I should instead ask others to help me.  A team, of family and friends that work together not 
only for the community but for each of us individually.  That is what I am asking of you, I am  
stumbling and I find myself being pulled more and more to the Negative Nancy Days.   The    
Stegmann program isnõt the only thing that suffers, our relationship, both inside and outside of 
the Lodge are effected. 
 
I have never said I can do this alone, I have never thought of any project that I became involved in 
as, òmyó òmineó or òIó.  I need your help and so does our Lodge and our community.  We have    
become sloppy in how we conduct our lives and our relationships.  Things we have failed to do, 
causing our relationship to go sour, our lack of effort tears us apart, the pain and hurt that we  in-
flect, not only to our families and friends but to the community that we are here to serve.  There is 
never the right moment, but there is that moment when we have to stand up and say now is the 
time, this moment is the time we change, not only for ourselves but for everyone.   
 
As the end of the year quickly approaches,  can you help me and others see the good that is still 
there? The joy that you see when a child smiles, the love you feel when you know you have done 
something to change the horrible situation some are living with. Letõs work to make more Positive 
Penelope Day and less Negative Nancy one. 
 
Thank you for everything you do for not only the community we serve, but for myself and both the 
members and nonmembers that continue to work with us for the betterment of all. 
 
Annie 
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  aŀǊƛƻƴ {ǘŜƎƳŀƴƴ CǳƴŘ  

  

The Marion Stegmann Fundõs mission is to deliver food and gifts to hundreds of needy families across northern Colum-

bia County. Because of this program, my family and hundreds of others had presents under the tree and food in our 

bellies every Christmas.   

Growing up, my family didnõt have much. My father worked day and night on a farmerõs salary to support a family of 

six. This often meant we wore hand-me-down clothing and bought the cheapest food in bulk to make it last. We never 

took a vacation, owned a reliable vehicle that wouldnõt break down a few times a month, and never owned our own 

home.  

Yet, by some miracle, unbeknownst to us, every Christmas, there would be gifts under the tree and more than enough 

delicious food for us to eat.  No other feeling could compare to the excited delight as we woke up to find that Santa 

had come and didnõt forget about us.  Our best memories as a family were made during these times. The happiness, 

love, and overwhelming feeling of abundance were truly magical!   

It wasnõt until I became an adult that I learned it was because of The Marion Stegmann Fund that we were able to cele-

brate Christmas each year the way we did. As soon as the opportunity arose, I knew I wanted to pay it forward. That 

moment came in 2019 when I reached out to The Marion Stegmann Fund to help a family that had experienced a sig-

nificant loss and had been struggling for some time. A loving father was left raising three boys alone after their mother 

passed away from cancer. I could see the hurt on his face, and I could feel his anxiety building as each day grew closer 

and closer to Christmas. The Marion Stegmann Fund was able to relieve his fears when the boys woke up to presents 

Christmas morning and ate plenty of food to keep their bellies full for days. Since then, I have volunteered as needed 

for the program.  

In 2020 my employer graciously allowed all employees to select an organization that could make a monetary donation. 

It was a no-brainer that I chose the one that not only helped my family and so many others over the years but brought 

hope to those who needed it most.   

Unfortunately, donations over time have decreased immensely, and the program finds itself uncomfortable. The once-

booming charity established in the 1950s that has helped thousands of families over the years is now struggling to 

meet expectations. Donations, monetary or otherwise, are crucial to The Marion Stegmann Fundõs survival. I hope the 

program can continue assisting families in need as it has for seventy years, but it takes a communityõs support.   

Suppose you or someone you know would like to support an organization based on providing humanitarian services 

within our community. In that case, monetary donations in the form of a check to The Marion Stegmann Fund are ac-

cepted year-round and can be sent to:  

The Marion Stegmann 

Fund  c/o Kinderhook 

Elks #2530   

P.O. Box 514   

Kinderhook, NY 12106  

  

Thank you in advance for your generosity, wishing you a wonderful holiday season!  

Kami Mena   
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Please be advised that the Kinderhook Truss Bridge carrying County Route 21 over the 
Kinderhook Creek at the entrance to the Village of Kinderhook, is temporally closed to all 
traffic (pedestrian & bicycles included) until the end of December 2022 for repairs to the 
truss members.  
 
Also note that this may increase illegal left hand turns onto Route 9H in front of the Elks 
Lodge. 
 
If you should have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact Raymond 
Jurkowski, Commissioner of Public Works, at 518-828-7011 or at                                       
Raymond.jurkowski@columbiacountyny.com 
  

Up-Coming Bridge Closure for repair Kinderhook Truss Bridge 

(County Route 21) over Kinderhook Creek 
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Front L to R: new members Tracey Walker and Darci Hover, State Vice President Bill Mellan, Exalted Ruler John Pid-

dock PSVP. District Deputy Linda Rowse, new member Mark Huston, Inner Guard Jean Engel and Lodge Esquire John 

Deane. 

Rear L to R: Jerry Shook PSP, Leo Buell PDD, Chris Akers PDD, John Utley PER, Trustee Thom McDermott, Board 

Chairman Ben Lasher, Tiler Larry Knott, Trustee John Sundwall, and Leading Knight Chris Bellingham. 

On Sunday November 5th, during the District Deputy's visitation, Kinderhook Elks initiated three new members into 

the order. The ritual was performed by Exalted Ruler John Piddock PSVP, Leading Knight Chris Bellingham, Loyal 

Knight Leo Buell PDD, Lecturing Knight John Utley PER, Esquire John Deane, Chaplain Chris Akers PDD, Inner Guard 

Jean Engel and Tiler Larry Knott 

bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ Lƴƛǝŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 
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2022-2023 GRAND LODGE AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST  

              /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ƛƴǉǳƛǎƛǝǾŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ±ŀƭǳŜǎΗ 

òWhat is your American Dream?ó 

bŜǿ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŀǊŜΥ 

CƻǳǊ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ рǘƘΣ сǘƘΣ тǘƘ ϧ уǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

!ǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀŎƘ DǊŀŘŜ [ŜǾŜƭ τ VϷмΣллл ŦƻǊ мǎǘΤ  VϷрлл ŦƻǊ нƴŘΤ  VϷнрл ŦƻǊ оǊŘΦ 

I am pleased to announce that the Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee has selected the 

theme,  òWhat is your American Dream?ó for the 2022 -2023 Grand Lodge American-

ism Essay Contest. The contest starts with the Local Lodges, progresses through District 

and State levels, and ends with the naming of our National Winners at the Grand Lodge 

Session in Minneapolis, MN in July 2023. This contest gives students in four separate 

grade levels, grades 5 -8, the opportunity to thoughtfully, evaluate and express their 

views  on the selected annual theme.  

Nationally, first -place, second-place and third -place authors in each division will re-

ceive monetary awards of $1,000, $500, and $250 respectfully. Many Lodges, Districts 

and State Associations also provide various forms of recognition to their respective win-

ners, and the Fraternal Committee appreciates and encourages their extraordinary ef-

forts in support of the contest.  

Contest materials including the òannual contest themeó are published on-line on May 1. 

Lodges are encouraged to communicate with school officials in a timely fashion to facili-

tate annual curriculum planning. Contest materials and a fillable Certificate of Partici-

pation for Lodge completion are located at: https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/

downloads.cfm . 

This contest is vitally important to Elks as it promotes Americanism in our local com-

munities. It encourages 10 -13 year old students to thoughtfully consider American values 

and appreciate the blessings and responsibilities of citizenship.  

The Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee is committed to assisting you in promoting 

Americanism.  Please let us know what we can do to be more helpful!  

William J. Lindsey, Chairman  
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Sundays  

4pm - 6:30pm 

For take out, please call Dave @ 

518.669.0155 


